
EB-1A Approval Success Story – Extraordinary Researcher in  

Sustainable Energy Technology 

New Weiming Law Group successfully secured an EB-1A Extraordinary Ability approval for a 

leading researcher in sustainable energy production after overcoming a challenging Notice of 

Intent to Deny (NOID) issued by USCIS. The case demonstrates our firm’s ability to prevail in 

complex EB-1A matters by strategically addressing final merits concerns and presenting a 

compelling narrative of sustained international acclaim, scientific leadership, and groundbreaking 

contributions.  

The original petition established eligibility under multiple EB-1A criteria, including original 

scientific contributions of major significance, authorship of scholarly articles, and participation as 

a judge of the work of others. The beneficiary possessed an exceptional publication and citation 

record in highly competitive areas involving green hydrogen production, water electrolysis, and 

advanced electrocatalyst development. His work appeared in some of the most respected scientific 

journals in the world, including Nature Catalysis, ACS Energy Letters, Advanced Functional 

Materials, Journal of the American Chemical Society, and Angewandte Chemie International 

Edition. One of his first-authored articles was prominently featured on the cover of Angewandte 

Chemie, a distinction widely recognized in the scientific community as an honor reserved for 

especially significant and visually impactful research.  

A major strength of the case involved the beneficiary’s record of pioneering “firsts” and highly 

original contributions. Our petition carefully documented how his research introduced novel 

solutions to longstanding challenges in sustainable hydrogen production and electrochemical 

catalysis. These breakthroughs included innovative strategies to improve catalyst durability, the 

development of oxygen-vacancy engineered materials for high-performance water electrolysis, 

and mechanistic advances that shifted prevailing scientific understanding in carbon dioxide 

reduction technology. Multiple internationally recognized experts confirmed that the beneficiary’s 

work established new benchmarks in the field and influenced subsequent research worldwide.  

The recommendation letters prepared in support of the petition were especially important to the 

eventual approval. Rather than relying on generalized praise, the letters provided highly detailed 

scientific explanations describing why the beneficiary’s work represented major advancements 

within electrochemistry and clean energy research. Distinguished professors, laboratory directors, 

and leaders of major scientific organizations explained how the beneficiary’s innovations solved 

critical commercialization bottlenecks, introduced new scientific frameworks, and directly 

influenced ongoing research and industrial development. These letters were heavily corroborated 

by independent citation evidence, benchmark references in subsequent publications, and extensive 

discussion of the beneficiary’s work in leading scientific literature.  

After USCIS issued a NOID challenging whether the beneficiary had demonstrated sustained 

acclaim and risen to the very top of the field, our firm crafted a comprehensive response that 

directly addressed every alleged deficiency. We demonstrated that the beneficiary’s citation 

growth reflected sustained and accelerating international recognition, including extensive citations 

from independent researchers and top-tier institutions worldwide. We also emphasized that his 



work was not merely published in prestigious journals but was repeatedly relied upon as a 

benchmark and foundational reference by leading scientists in the field.  

Our response further highlighted the beneficiary’s exceptional record of peer review activity for 

highly selective journals such as ACS Catalysis and Journal of Energy Chemistry. We showed that 

repeated invitations to review manuscripts for internationally respected journals reflected 

independent recognition of his expertise and standing within the scientific community. We also 

focused extensively on the totality of the evidence demonstrating sustained acclaim, including his 

continued high-impact research, rapidly increasing citation record, influential first-authored 

publications, and ongoing work advancing major U.S. clean energy priorities.  

Ultimately, USCIS approved the petition after reviewing the extensive supplemental evidence and 

legal arguments submitted by our firm. This case highlights New Weiming Law Group’s ability to 

successfully overcome NOIDs in difficult EB-1A cases by developing sophisticated legal 

strategies, presenting highly persuasive expert evidence, and clearly demonstrating how a client’s 

scientific achievements place them among the small percentage at the very top of their field. 

 


